


Scenario Preferences

There is a direct relationship between the region’s land use patterns and density, the
transportation system, and how we travel. Historically the growth trend has been suburban
expansion and less infill development and redevelopment. The type of transportation system
needed to support the existing and future land use patterns depends on how the area grows.
Whereas the trend suburban expansion is highly dependent on the automobile, the transportation
system fo support a more compact growth pattern which focuses on infill and redevelopment
includes more walking, bicycling and transit.

Attendees at the Future Scenarios Workshop were asked what
they believe are the reasons for supporting each of the three
future scenarios. These reasons are summarized below.

Reasons for Supporting Trend/Suburban Expansion

= Realistic — for what lowans want
= Decreased travel times
*  Economy

Reasons for Supporting Moderate Compact Growth

= Expansion of trails

= Balance

= Attainability/consistent with trends
= Economy

Reasons for Supporting Infill/Redevelopment Focus

= Desire for urban living/vitality

= Reduced land consumption/increased green space
= Enhanced alternative modes/mass transit
=  Optimal use of resources/efficiency

= Reduced cost/economical

= Sustainability/smart growth

= Expansion of trails

= Improved social connections

= Environmental protection

= Walkability

= Economy/attracts workforce

* Housing options

= Cultural growth

= Most transformative
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Interestingly, people mentioned economic benefits as a basis for supporting all three scenarios.
Expansion in trails was a reason for supporting both the Moderate Compact Growth and
Infill/Redevelopment Focus. In general, the theme for supporting the Trends Suburban Expansion
scenario was realism. Support for Moderate Compact Growth centered on a theme of Balance
and Attainability. Support for Infill/Redevelopment favored a change toward a more urban
lifestyle.

The public at both the Future Scenarios Workshop and Inquiry on the Go were asked where the
region should be heading with respect to future land use density and development patterns, and
transportation solutions.

The results of this exercise are presented in the following chart. This change provides a range of
different futures, with the continuation of the existing trend suburban expansion on the left, an infill
redevelopment focus on the right and an in between moderate compact growth scenario in the
middle. Participants were simply asked where you think we should be heading in developing our
future land use and transportation system.
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The thick lines of the graph represent how many from the public attending the Future Scenarios
Workshop or participating in the Inquiry on the Go favored a particular growth scenario. The
taller the bar, the higher the number of responses for a given land use and transportation
scenario. Because there is a range, participants could mark anywhere along the range they
believed was appropriate. In some cases, participants believed that the future should be even
more compact than the infill redevelopment focus alternative.
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The tall green or brown line in the chart represents the median of all participants from Inquiry on
the Go (green) and the median of all attending the Future Scenarios Workshops (brown). In
essence, one-half the participants on one side of the tall line favored a future with less
compactness and one-half more compactness.

In reviewing the chart, there is one overwhelming observation. All participants believe that the
future for the Corridor MPO region is to be more compact with less dependence on the
automobile. Furthermore, they believe that this shift to more infill redevelopment should place
more emphasis on walking, bicycling and transit. The median in both groups is well beyond the
moderate compact growth scenario, which is a major departure over historic trends.

Important Elements of the Future Plan

Each table at the Future Scenarios Workshop also summarized the features they would like to see
in the development of a preferred future development scenario, as well as the reasons why they
would like to see this feature for their preferences. A summary of these results for features related
to Land Use/Development and Transportation are presented in the charts below.

Land Use/Development Features

Features to be Included in a Preferred Future
Development Scenario

Why

- Supports diverse populations — ages

Greater Housing Choices - Urban lifestyle

- Reinvestment in older, historic neighborhoods

P ti f Historical P rt
reservation o Tistoricat Froperty - Neighborhood character — increased “sense of place”

Decreased Land Consumption/Saving Mature | - Neighborhood character

Trees - Environmental preservation
Choice: Where You Live + Critical to fundamental rights
Sustainability - Uncertainty about availability of jobs to support suburban lifestyle
Conserve Environment - Save farm land
Attracts Development/Growth ' Increo§e fax base
- Better jobs
In-Fill Development - Less leapfrog development
- Equity/add doing well
Economic Vitality - Dense population downtown = refail
- Jobs/entertainment
More Fringe Open Space - Environment
Mixed-Use in Neighborhoods - So people don't have to drive to larger stores
Sustainability - Better prepared for future
- Can re-use old factories
Recycling Buildings - Maintain history and character
- Less waste
- More people equals higher revenue
More Attractive to Young Professional and - Less brain drain
Retirees - Attractive to creative class
- Better for business
Mixed-Use - Better variety of spaces for businesses

- Increase services available

Increasing Density

- Transportation options more viable
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Transportation Features

Features to be Included in a Preferred Future

Development Scenario Why
- Supports economic development
Greater Availability of Efficient Transportation Choices - Environmental + cost impacts

- Decrease congestion — less cars

- Less dependence on vehicles

- Health lifestyle

- Supports small business

- Encourages destinations

- Active arts culture

- Safer for pedestrians

- Better quality of life

- Attract younger walkers

- Health/social interaction

- Safety

- Provides more choice in transportation
- Reduces the need for car trips, serves commuters
- Less dependence on ol

- Less congestion/pollution

- Safe walks to school

- Lower travel cost

Walkable Community

More Trails

Transit and Multimodal Choices

Conserve Environment - Lower emissions

Integrated Trail System - Draw population (younger)

- Maximizing the transit money

- Other spending (FEMA)

- Offers alternative

- Gives people more flexibility

- Reduce congestion

- Reduce environmental impacts

Economical

Better Travel Choices

Provide Innovative Ways to Carpool, Car Share

Increase in Number of Trails - Encourages active lifestyle and connected community
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WHAT’S NEXT?

The next step in the Connections 2040 process is to create a Draft Plan. The Draft Plan will be
based on a future growth scenario that draws on the strengths of the Moderate Compact Growth
and Infill/Redevelopment Focus. Communities in the region will be asked to identify future
projects to be considered in building a multi-modal transportation system for the region. These
improvements will be evaluated and prioritized based on the plan goals. The Draft Plan will reflect
the transportation projects that are consistent with the plan goals and the desired pattern for
development in the region between now and 2040.

In April 2010, public open houses coupled with online inquiries and other outreach events will
give community members an opportunity to comment on the Draft Plan and suggest
improvements. The Connections 2040 Plan will then be refined prior to final approval by the

Corridor MPO Policy Board scheduled for June 2010.

SCHEDULE

* How should the region grow?

+ What are your aspirations for our community?

* What improvements are needed to improve travel today?
+ What improvements are needed in the future?

OCT.

* What key choices do we need to make?

* Which futures are preferred?

* What level of funding fits our expectations?
* How will we pay for our choices?
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We Are Here

* How cun we muke the plan even better?

* What refinements are needed?

* What does our future vision mean in terms of specific
project priorities and funding needs?

MAR.

Plan Approval:
Corridor MPO

JUNE MAY APR.
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CORRIDOR MPO CONTACT INFORMATION:

MR. ADAM LINDENLAUB
3851 River Ridge Dr. NE
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52402

Phone: 319-286-5041
Fax: 319-286-5130





